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UNITED STATES A Roman Catholic 8 atement on Church and State 


The Roman Catholic archbishops and bishops issved a joint statement 
entitled "The Christian in Action", assailing secularism as "the most 


deadly menace to our Christian and American way of living." 


The statement deals particularly with separation of Church and State 
as it touches the field of religious education. In this connection the 
bishops expressed hope that the "novel interpretation" of the United States 
Supreme Court in the McCollum case "will in due course be revised." 


"To that end" they declared, "we shall peacefully, patiently and 
perseveringly work." In the McCollum cnse, the High Court excluded 


2 


religious instruction from the public schools. 


The Catholic prelates blamed secularism md its "corrosive influence" 
for the ban against religion in publiec*schools, and claimed that secularism 
"is now bent on destroying all cooperation between government and 
organised religion in the training of our fucure citizens." 


"Tt has undermined the religious foundations of law in the minds of 
many men in the legal profession and has predisposed them to accept the 
legalistic tyranny of the omnipotent state," 


The bishops called for a "reaffirmation of our original American 
‘tradition of free cooperation between government and religious bodies - 
cooperation involving no special privilege to any group and no restriction 
on the religious liberty of my citizen." 


"We solemnly disclaim" they said, "any intent or desire to alter this 
prudent and fair American policy of government in devling with the delicate 
problems that have their source in the divided roligious allegiance of our 
citizens. " 
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They said the founders of the United States of America had, by the 
wording of the First Amendment, meant there would be "no official Church 
for the country as a whole, no SpORREAEMT of one religion over another 
by the Federal Government - and at the same time, no interference by the 
Federal Government in the Church-State relations of the individual states 


"In two recent cases" the hishops went on, "the Supreme Court of 
the United States has adopted an entirely novel and ominously extensive 
interpretation of the ‘establishment of re sligiont clause of the First 
Amendment. This interpretation would bar any cooperation between 
government and organised religion which would aid religion, even where 
no discrimination between religious bodies is in question." 

b.PeSe Goneva. 


UNITED STATES indiana Churches take lead in aiding Displaced 


Persons ° 


As there is no Displaced Persons Commission in the State of 
Indiana , the lead is being taken by the Churches in plans for welcoming 
and assisting Europeans who may want to make their homes there. Through 
the Churches, residents were urged to plan hospitality, seek out jobs 
and take the responsibility of sponsoring individuals and families from 
overseas. They have offered to adopt orphans, give homes to students 
while completing their education, and employ domestics, cooks and 
rardeners. 


The Indianapolis Church Federation, representing Church World 
Service, said there had been an increase in applications and enquiries 
Srice tre arrival*of the first shipload 6f D.P's, 


Several church and service organisations have announced plans to 
enquire into openings in Indianapolis, not only in the field of industry 
but also in art and music for talented D.P's. 

E.P.S. Geneva. 


CANADA Joint Divinity Faculty established in Montreal 


A faculty of divinity operated on a cooperative basis by Canadian 
Protestant bodies has been established at McGill University hero in 


Montreal. It will be sponsored chiefly by the United Chureh of Canada and 


the Church of England in Canada. 
HePedse Geneva 


CHINA Missionaries in Manchuria and China 


RO ee a a a I te ea A Re ee are ae 


The Foreign Mission Committee of the Church of “Scotland received 
a cable from Shanghai with the news that the Scottish Missionaries in 
Moukden were all wéll. 


Further news was given to the Assembly Comnission that invading 
Communist armies occupying Moukden had givon an assurance that they would 


respect the freedom of missions and churches there. 
B.Pede Goneva, 
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SCOTLAND | Church "plantation" _ 


The Very Rev. Dr. John White, Convener of the National Church 
Extension Committee, told a Press Conference that a better name for 
Church txtension might be the "plantation" of the Church in the new 
communities, a task which had to be faced and performed without delay. 


Five hundred thousand houses are to be erected in Scotland to pro- 
vide for a population of an additional two millions. Many of the now 
houses will be within reach of existing churches, but it is estimated 
that church accomodation must be provided for at least one half of this 
migrated population: that is approximately one hundred churches for one 
hundred parishes with a population of ten thousand each, 


One million pounds wes the target origined ly fixed to meet the cost 
of providing the new churches, but the cost of building has now risen 
to about three times the former cost. Starting dates have now been given 
for sixteen church buildings, and of these, seven will be begun before 
the end of 1948. 
E,P.S. Geneva. 


Uopwoedis The Bulgarian Church in Moscow 


» A Bulgarian Orthodox Church was recently established in Moscow, 
and the Bulgarian church paper "Tgerkoven Vestnic" of the 21st September 
1948 writes concerning it as éollowe: 


"As an expression of considerable attention towards the Bulgarian 
Church, His Grace the All Russian Patriarch Alexey has given a most 
beautiful Church in the centre of Moscow. In conjunction with it, a 
Bulgarian—Orthodox centre has been created in Moscow, whose aim wll 
be to maintain contacts between the two sister churches and the two 
brotherly pooples. The Archimandrite Methodius (the Secretary to the 
former Hxarch Stefan ) has been m pointed as temporary rector of the 


tt 
Church. B.P.S. Geneva. 


RGUMANTA 


According to Roumania's new Cults Law (See E.P.S. No. 47) the 
Synods of the three historic Protestant Churches - the Reformed, 
Lutheran and Unitarian - have been compelled to establish a joint 
theological seminary at Kolozsvar-Cluj. 


A correspondent of the Religious News Service (New York) gives the 
following additional information: "At the same time, the Synods, 
representing the three Churches announced that women will be permit ted 
to receive full ordination as ministers in the new interdenominational 
seminary. The full curriculum for a theological degree will occupy 
six years. Candidates for the ministry will spend four years ina 
college belonging to one of the three denominations. During the last two 
ybars at the seminary, thoy will be assigned to congregations as assistant 


‘ sa a] 
ministers. E.P.eo. Geneva 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin. 1948-12-03 15 48 
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AUSTRIA Russian Church Bell consecrated 


The latest issue of the "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchat et! 
(No.7, 1948) prints a description of the recent consecration of a bell in 
the Russian Orthodox Church of St. Nicholas in Vienna.. The new bell was 
made from copper taken at one time as the spoils of war, aid now made over 
by the Soviet Army to the Church. It bore the following inscription: "This 
bell, the gift of the victorious Russian Army to the Cathedral of St. Nicho- 
las, was cast in the city of Vienna during the time of the Most Holy the 
Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia and of Archbishop Sergius of Vienna, 


1945—4'7 1 Harw,. Geneva 
SPAIN Training of Pastors 


After an interval of several years, it is now proving possible 
to organise a regular scheme for the training of pastors. With the support 
of the Evangelical communities of Spain, a theological seminary has been 
started in Madrid, at which 13 students are being trained. As early as 
June 1949, a number of them will be leaving, the first to complete thdr 
studies there. They are students who began wok in 1933-36, and were thm 
obliged to give up. 


In addition, there is now a college for evangelisation in 
Barcelona, with six students. Training consists of evening courses for 
young men already following a profession, Like the Madrid seminary, the 
college in Barcelona has received the necessary study material from Argen-= 


tina, E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Sequel to the Change in Con» 


fessional Preponderancew 


The inérease of population in the different Zones of Germany 
has resulted in a corresponding change in the proportions of the confessions 
to one another, already reported in EPS No.1l4. A particularly drastic exe 
ample is to be observed in the area of Ratisbon, Bavaria. The diaconate of 
Ratisbon, which included 26 urban and rural districts, contained, up to the 
end of the war, some 880,000 people, of whom 18,000 were Evang: licals. Owe 
ing to the influx of refugees into this area, the number of inhabitants rose 
steeply and now totals 1,220,000. At the same time an extraordinary redistri = 
bution of the confessions took place, as for every hundred resident Catholics 
there arrived only 22 Catholic refugees, while for every hundred native Evan= 
gelicals, 732 Evangelical refugees arrived. In order to ease conditions 
for the church which has thus come into being, the former diaconate of Ratise 
bon has now been divided into four new diaconates. The number of pastors 
has been raised from 22 to 7o, and in the same way the 24 preaching-stations 


have been ir.reased to 380. Keb.o. Geneva 
GERMANY Joint Collection by Cat how 


Tics and Protestants 


Evangelisches Hilfswerk (relief work of the Geman Evangelical 
Church) in Westphalia, in co-operation with the Catholic organisation "Caritas", 
is carrying on a house-to-house and street=to-street collection during the 
Advent period from November 27 to December 6. Both organisations have agreed 
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that Hilfswerk shall cover the houses of members of the Evangelical ¢hurch, 

and Caritas those of the Catholics. In the appeal which has been issued 

it is stated: "Hilfswerk and Caritas both live by the mercy of Jesus Christ. 
Conscious of this fellowship, we work together for this scheme, in view 

of the desperate wrettk:dness of our time, and we beseech every man and ‘woman 
in Westphalia: have mercy! Do not leave the homeless and the starving, the 

sick and the old, the war-wounded and the refugee, alone in hunger and cold, 


in bitterness and despair", B.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY "Una Sancta! on the Air 


On the Day of Penitence and Prayey Radio-Frankfurt broadcast 
a feature on the 'lIna-Sancta Movement, which is made up of ‘Christians from 
both the Catholic and the Evang lical confessions, and endeavours, in full 
Consciousness ¢f responsibility, to bring these two bodies closer to gether. 
The Evangelical side at the discussion was taken by two pastors, and the 
Catholic by the head of the Una-Sancta Movement, Rev.D.Laros, and a layman. 


The "All-emeine Zeitung! of Nevember 22 gives a report of 
this broadcast, headed "On the Way Upstream". The discussion on the Day 
of Penitence and Prayer came after the Wodld Church Assembly in Amsterdam 
on the Evargelical side, and the Catholic Conference in Mayence on the Cas 
tholic, had accorded welcome and support to the idea of further responsible 
ecumenical pronouncements, The paper compares this development to a movement 
upstream, i.e., towards the source. 


"Tt was not, in the usual sense of the expression, 'fine! 
words which were uttered, but warm, honest, plain wrds. What does this 
movement stand for? Not in its wildest moments for constitutional reunion 
....edut for a fruitful harmony between the confessions. In the realisation 
that the schism was the result of faults on both sides, it is desired, on 
the basis of ecumenism produced in Amsterdam, to come closer to one another 
in a spirit of true repentence, true reverence and steadfast intercession. 
'Unity between Christians is there, given in Christ. The task of Christians 
is to produce union.! 


The Una-Sancta Movement "is trying to continue working on 
an ecumenical basis, In this connection, it was fearlessly stated that 
work on behalf of one's neighbour in need remains ultimately unprofitable 
so long as men are not of one mind concerning the deepest and gravest mate 
ters of faith. 


"The broadecust from Frankfurt", the "Allgemeine Zeitung" goes 
on, "which has come as a historical milestone on the read leading con- 
fessions towards one another, has at the same time raisd questions in a 
region no-one would have dared to dream of 20 xears ago = questions like 
Mywhat is the Church?!!what is its relation to the Ministry of Peter?! 
what is the outward aspect of the man of the confessions?! The progress 
upstream has brought the confessions to this point - that is the best justi= 
fication for the Frankfurt discussion." E.P.S,. Geneva 
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United Bible Societies ¢ In Memorian 


Thé information has just come in from Hongkong that the Rev. 
Dr.John R.Temple, first General Secretary of the United Bible Societies and 
General Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society died suddenly on 
30.11.48 from coronary thrombosis in the course of a journey in China. 


Before being called to the Bible House in 1931, Dr. Temple had’ 
served many years as a missionary in China. At the Bible House he was given, 
amongst other activities, the responsibility for tle work in the Far East. 
and it was in this capacity that Dr. Temple desired to visit that fisld of 
activity for the last time before resigning from the British md Foreign 
Bible Society in order to devote his whoie time to the work of the United 
Bible Sccieties. 


In Dr. Temple the United Bible Societies has lost not only 
one of its keenest supporters, but also one who put the most work into its 


development and activity. Eres Cenc 
NETHERLANDS General Syned on Indcnesia 


During these weeks, the Government of the Netherlands has to , 
take farereaching decisions concerning its negotiations with the 'Republic 
of Indonesia. In this connection the General Synod of the Nethrilends Ro» 
formed Church has sent a letter to the Government. The letter emphasizes 
the heavy responsibility which the Govemment carries in this matter. It 
refers to the awakening of Asia, through which a new pericd of history is 
inaugurated. And it comes to the following ccnclusions: 


"The essentialthing is that all those who bear responsibility 
should realise that they must help to create an atvitude of independent ree 
sponsibility allowing the peoples of Indonesia,including the Republic, to 
achieve of thdr ovm free will a genuine collaboration of free peoples with 
the Netherlands. 


"Fully conscious of the increasing tension, and convinced of 
the danger represented by the presert confusion in the Republic, the General 
Synod considers that to seek a solution by force of amms would inevitably 
lead to very great difficulties in the future. 


"Quite apart from the complications which this would cause 
in the formation of a new type of society in the coming period, we think 
in particular of the problem of how such a society could be Christianised, 
Both for the Church and the Mission, any armed solution of the present con» 
flict would lead to a separation between ourselves and the Indonesians 
which would bs, humanly. speaking, irremediable and catastrophic, ‘The Church 
and the Mission aie already feeling the repercussions of measures téken with 
regard to Indonesian Repuyblicans in the universities and hospitals.» 


'The General Synod appeals to you, to whom the use of power 
has been entrusted, that an active guard may be maintcined against the 
abuse of this power, and that the Netherlands may firmly aveild all that they 
have opposed so steadfastly during their history." E.P.S. Geneva 
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